
McCallum Made Chicken Tractors 
BACKYARD / STANDARD MODELS 
ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 

 
Dear Customer, 
 
Thank you for purchasing our Chicken Tractor! Please find below some 
instructions for assembly. These are not hard and fast rules, but are simply a 
guide for those of you who are not construction-minded. Good luck! 
 
Tools required for the job:  
 

- 2 adjustable spanners 
- Electric or cordless drill with a 5/16” tec driver bit 

 

 
 
Now, I cannot really stress this enough – PLEASE wear an appropriate pair of 
gloves when assembling your chicken tractor and make sure that anyone who 
assists you is also wearing gloves. I also recommend that long sleeves are worn 
– you are working with metal and there is always the possibility that you will drop 
something on yourself. 
 
Assembly Instructions: 
 
The best place to assemble your Chicken Tractor is on the back lawn. Big, flat 



open space is ideal. Lay out all the components as per the photo on the front 
page. This is actually the hardest part of assembling the chicken tractor! Once all 
the components are in the correct position it all goes together easily, so take care 
to lay it out properly before beginning. 
 

- The roof sections have a slightly smaller frame than the side panels and 
the Colorbond sheet overhangs a little. The overhangs will stick out to the 
side on the finished chicken tractor, so place them towards the sides of 
the tractor (rather than front to back). All three roof sections are identical. 

 
- The side pieces need to be placed so that the two holes are facing the 

roof sections. 
 

- If you ordered wheels, then the side pieces with the axle holes need to be 
opposite each other. 

 

 
 
Preliminary 
 

1. Bolt the “z” shaped towing lug to the bottom of the back panel. Use two 
40mm long bolts for this job. The two holes in the z shaped bracket 
correspond with the two holes in the bottom of the back panel. 

 



 
 

 
 

2. Attach two sliding bolts to the doors. If you look carefully, you will notice 
that at the corner of the front and back door there are a number of tec 
screws drilled into the metal but they are not holding anything in place. If 
you remove these screws they should line up with the holes in the sliding 
bolts. Please put the sliding bolts in position and attach. (I know this 
description is difficult but in practice it should be easy). 

 

 



 

 
 

3. You should have 2 handles 
and two stainless steel rings 
(if you ordered wheels). 
These handles are used on 
the Side Panels of the 
chicken tractor to support the 
side wheels (more on this 
later). Go to each side panel 
and measure up from the 
bottom of the frame. The top 
screw should go in about 64 
cm from the base and the 
bottom screw will be about 
54cm from the base. Your finished job looks like this. 

 
 



You have finished the preliminaries and it is time to start the 
assembly proper. 

 
1. The simplest way to start is to attach a top panel to a side panel, then add 

the back or front panel and the other side - basically all you are doing is 
adding the panels together in the same way as you would lego. Use the 
50mm gold bolts except for where the side piece with mesh meets the 
side piece with Colorbond where you use the 70mm silver bolts. Only 
tighten bolts finger tight initially until all panels are assembled. 

 
So again, side mesh + side sheet (as below) = 70mm silver bolts 
Everywhere else = 50mm gold bolts. 
 

 
 
Once all the panels are connected then you can go around and tighten the bolts. 
 
Pretty soon your chicken tractor will look like this -  



 
 
 

2. Now it is time to install the internals - as you can see on the picture below, 
2 of the crossbars are used to support the weather shield and 2 are used 
to support the laying box. The final crossbar can then be used as a roost 
or you can substitute it out for a timber roost if you so desire. 

 



 
 
Before installing these consider your environment. During summer, especially in 
the northern or inland parts of Australia there is no real need to install these 
weather shields (except to provide shelter or shade for the laying box). In a lot of 
southern Australia you may decide to leave the weather shields in 12 months a 
year, perhaps with the exception of the odd summer heat wave. The decision to 
install or not to install or when to install these weather shields is entirely up to you 
and is part of the trial and error of having chickens.  
 
If you decide to install the weather shield then the inside of the chicken tractor 
(looking from the back door) should look like the above. 
 
Post Assembly. 
 
All that remains to do now is sort out the wheels and insert the insides. 
 
 
1. Before attaching 
the side wheels, fit a 
wheel to each axle 
(with a washer on 
either side), and then 
the nylock nut. They 
should look like this.  



 
2. Now, place the side wheels one on either side of your chicken tractor directly 
below the handles holding the stainless steel ring and through the 12.7mm hole. 
Tighten the nylock nuts from the inside of the chicken tractor. The nuts should be 
tightened quite firmly, but not so tight that the wheeled legs cannot rotate. 
 
3. To assemble the trolley jack, place wheels on axles, and tighten the nylock 
nut. Bolt the towing arm to the towing handle through holes provided. The trolley 
jack is now complete.  
 
4. To prepare the 
chicken tractor for 
movement, lift the 
chicken tractor by 
rotating the side arms 
and slipping the 
stainless steel ring 
over the arm to hold it 
in place. Attach the 
trolley to the towing 
lug and move your 
chicken tractor where 
ever you want to. 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Chicken Tractor is now complete. Happy Chook Keeping!  


